MEN OF POWER
receive his degree. To utilize his time he took a short
Sedgwick. On his return he found a letter from
geological trip into northern Wales with Professor
Professor Henslow telling him of a scientific expedition
that was about to start around the world, an expedition
which he could join as naturalist, sharing the captain's
cabin, provided he would volunteer his services without
pay. This expedition was the famous voyage of the
"Beagle." It was under the auspices of the British
government; its object was "to complete the survey of
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, commenced under
Captain King in 1826 to 1830; to survey the shores of
Chile, Peru, and some islands in the Pacific; and to
carry a chain of chronometrical measurements round
the world." 2 The voyage would take some years and
would mean that he would not enter the ministry at
once. Nevertheless he wanted to go.
An Opportunity He Almost Missed. He went home
and talked the matter over with his father. The latter
objected, but added, "If you can find any man of com-
mon sense who advises you to go, I will give my con-
sent." Thereupon Charles wrote Henslow declining the
offer, and the next day set out on a shooting expedition
on his uncle's estate. Telling his uncle of the offer, he
discovered that he not only had a sympathetic hearer,
but one who volunteered to drive at once the thirty
miles to Shrewsbury and urge Dr. Darwin to consent
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